ACER PENSYLVANICUM L.
Striped Maple
FAMILY: Aceraceae
HABIT: Slender, deciduous understory tree to 12 m.;flowering May, June; fruiting June,
July.
SIMILAR SPECIES: Acer pensylvanicum slightly resembles Acer spicatum (Mountain
Maple), which is more common in Ohio. A. pensylvanicum has finely doubly-serrate leaves
and green- and white-striped bark; A.spicatum has coarsely, usually simply-serrate leaves
and drab bark.
TOTAL RANGE: Que. and N.S. to Man., s. to NY, PA, and in uplands to n. GA and TN;
OH and MI.
STATE RANGE (as of 2006): Post-1980 records are from Ashtabula County.
HABITAT: Understories of rich, cool, moist woods,often associated with hemlock and
yellow birch.
HAZARDS: Removal of the overstory trees. Hosier (1974) states that A. pensylvanicum
released by canopy thinning, but if the sunlight is too strong, it may bereplaced by
A. spicatum.
RECOVERY POTENTIAL: Unknown, possibly good within its limited geographical range
in Ohio, but it is doubtful that it will ever be found growing naturally outside of
Ashtabula County.
INVENTORY GUIDELINES: Sterile specimens can be readily identified, although
flowering or fruiting material is preferred. Note the character of the trunk bark.
COMMENTS: The current knowledge of the range of this species in Ohio is probably
accurate. The northeast corner of Ohio is at the extreme southwestern edge of its
total range. The characteristic green- and white-striped bark is difficult to overlook.
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