
HETERANTHERA RENIFORMIS R & P 
Mud-Plantain 

 
 
FAMILY: Pontederiaceae 

 
HABIT: Submersed, floating or creeping aquatic herb; flowering August-October.  

 
SIMILAR SPECIES: The distinctive kidney-shaped leaves of Heteranthera reniformis 

distinguish it from all other aquatic plants in Ohio.  
 

TOTAL RANGE: CT and NY to MO, s. to trop. America.    
 

STATE RANGE (as of 2008):  Post-1980 records are from Lawrence and Meigs 
counties.   

  
HABITAT: Submersed or floating in ponds, ditches or rivers, or creeping on their muddy 

margins.  
 

HAZARDS: Drainage or other disturbance of the aquatic habitat.  
 

RECOVERY POTENTIAL: Unknown, but presumed good if planted in appropriate 
habitats.  
 

INVENTORY GUIDELINES: Collect complete flowering specimens.  
 

COMMENTS: It is possible that the damming of the Ohio River has created habitat 
suitable for this species as well as an avenue for the species to migrate into 
Ohio. It is likely that this species could become more common in Ohio in the 
future, especially on mudflats along the shore of the Ohio River.  

 
The species was collected in Hamilton Co. in 1837 and was thought until recently 
to be extirpated from Ohio. However, the species was rediscovered in 1986 and 
is now known to grow along the banks of the Ohio River in Lawrence and Meigs 
Counties.  
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