
MELICA NITENS (Scribn.) Nutt. ex Piper 
Three-flowered Melic 

 
 
FAMILY: Poaceae 

 
SYNONYM: Melica nitens Nutt.  

 
HABIT: Herbaceous, sparingly caespitose perennial, 5-15 dm.; flowering May, June.  

 
SIMILAR SPECIES: This is a rather distinctive grass, unlikely to be confused with 

anything else in Ohio.  
 

TOTAL RANGE: PA to s. MN and NE, s. to GA and TX.    
 

STATE RANGE (as of 2008): There are post-1980 records from Adams, Clark, Pike, and 
Union counties. There are pre-1980 records from Erie, Highland, and Marion 
counties.  
 

HABITAT: Found in full sun or semi-shade of dry rocky woods, dry clearings, dry to 
mesic prairies.  
 

HAZARDS: Probably grazing, as most members of Melica are palatable; also, possibly 
overshading by woody species as a result of succession.  
 

RECOVERY POTENTIAL: Presumed good, as in the case of many prairie species.  
 

INVENTORY GUIDELINES: Mature flowering material is needed for identification. 
Collect the underground parts and note density of basal tufts.  
 

COMMENTS: This grass formerly was more widespread in Ohio than today. It should be 
sought in prairie areas in Ohio.  
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