RIBES TRISTE Pallas
Swamp Red Currant

FAMILY: Grossulariaceae

SYNONYMS: Ribes rubrum L. var. propinquum (Turcz.) Trautv.& Meyer

HABIT: Low, spreading or reclining, unarmed shrub to 1 m; flowers May-June, fruits
July-Aug.

SIMILAR SPECIES: R. glandulosum and R. triste are the only Ohio currants without
prickles and with a reclining or prostrate growth habit. R. glandulosum has
glandular berries and a foetid odor, whereas R. triste has smooth berries and no
noticeable odor.

TOTAL RANGE: Newfoundland to AK, s. to NJ, MI, WI, MN, and Alberta; n. Asia.

STATE RANGE (as of 2008): Post-1980 records are from Ashtabula and Geauga
counties.

HABITAT: Swampy woods, wet hollows, seepy slopes, alder thickets.
HAZARDS: Drainage or other alteration of wetland habitat.
RECOVERY POTENTIAL: Unknown.

INVENTORY GUIDELINES: Mature flowering or fruiting material is needed for positive
identification; note the growth habit.

COMMENTS: This low shrub is nondescript unless in fruit and may be easily overlooked.
It should be sought in suitable habitat throughout northeastern Ohio.
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