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SISYRINCHIUM ATLANTICUM Bickn.
Atlantic Blue-eyed-grass

FAMILY: Iridaceae
HABIT: Perennial herb to 7 dm.; flowering May-July, fruiting June-August.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Sisyrinchium atlanticum is somewhat similar to the more common
Sisyrinchium angustifolium, but can be distinguished by the following characters: S. atlanticum
- stems and leaves glaucous, stems slender and narrowly winged, peduncles slender; S.
angustifolium - stems and leaves green, stems and peduncles broadly winged.

TOTAL RANGE: FL to MS, n. to w. N.S., s. ME, s.-cent. NH, VT, and se. NY, and in the interior n. to
OH, s. MI, IN, and IL.

STATE RANGE: There is a post-1960 record from Lucas County. Pre-1960 records exist from Ross
and Stark counties.

STATE STATUS: 1980 to present: Endangered.

HABITAT: A variety of open situations: damp to dry meadows, fields, swales, marshes, and low
open woods.

HAZARDS: Overshading by woody species as a result of succession.

RECOVERY POTENTIAL: Presumed not good. This species apparently occurs only in scattered
local populations (Deam, 1940).

INVENTORY GUIDELINES: Mature flowering or fruiting material is needed for identification. Note
the color of the spathes.

COMMENTS: This species may have been overlooked due to its habit of occurring in scattered
local populations. It also may be misidentified.

Longstanding taxonomic and nomenclatural difficulties with this genus are clarified by Ward
(1968).
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