
SHEPHERDIA CANADENSIS (L.) Nutt. 
Buffalo-berry 

 
 
FAMILY: Elaeagnaceae 

 
SYNONYMS: Lepargyraea canadensis (L.) Greene  

 
HABIT: Highly branched and spreading shrub to 2 m high; flowers April-May, fruits June-

July.  
 

SIMILAR SPECIES: This species can be distinguished from all other Ohio shrubs by the 
following characters: opposite leaves sparsely stellate-pubescent above and with 
silvery-brown scales beneath; stems rusty-scurfy.  
 

TOTAL RANGE: Nfdl. to AK, s. to NY, OH, n. IN, SD and AZ.  
 

STATE RANGE (as of 2008): There are post-1980 records from Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, 
Geauga, Lake, Lorain and Summit counties. There are pre-1980 records from 
Erie and Huron counties.  
 

HABITAT: Dunes, gravelly-rocky shores, rock-outcrops (especially limestone), open 
woods, slump bluffs, ridges and cliffs.  
 

HAZARDS: Unknown, perhaps overshading by taller woody species as a result of 
succession.  
 

RECOVERY POTENTIAL: Possibly good since the species occurs in a variety of 
habitats.  
 

INVENTORY GUIDELINES: The species can easily be identified from leaves and stems.  
 

COMMENTS: The species should be sought in appropriate habitats throughout northern 
Ohio.  
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