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Introduction

In accordance with the Natural Areas Preservation
Act of 1970, the Division of Natural Areas and
Preserves is responsible for protecting the best
remaining natural areas in Ohio. This brochure
highlights state nature preserves open to the
public without an access permit.

State nature preserves are not parks. Rather, they
are sanctuaries for rare plants and animals.
Preserves are best suited for minimum impact
activities such as birdwatching, hiking, nature
study and photography, as opposed to picnicking
or camping. Preserves are open from dawn to
dusk. Some sites have gated parking lots
designed for special group use with adjacent
limited parking for individual visitor use.

Each year a variety of interpretive programs are
presented regularly at the preserves. Scheduled
events and preserve regulations are posted on
area bulletin boards. Special arrangements for
guided group programs may be made with the
preserve manager.

Additional information on state nature preserves,
including brochures and program schedules, may
be obtained from:

Ohio Department of Natural Resources
Division of Natural Areas and Preserves
1889 Fountain Square Court
Columbus, Ohio 43224-1388
(614) 265-6453
www.dnr.state.oh.us/odnr/dnap
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Access Permits

Preserves not listed in this brochure require a
written permit for access because of their fragile
nature, lack of public use facilities or limited
accessibility. The permit system is designed to
accommodate the visitor while protecting the
resource. Permits help manage the use of pre-
serves, but do not prevent public access.

Applications for access permits can be obtained
from our Columbus office or downloaded from our
website. Permit applications must be submitted at
least two weeks before your anticipated visit.

Any research, collecting or off-trail use also requires
a written permit. Contact our Columbus office for
the appropriate application at (614) 265-6453.
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Directory

The division’s Directory of Ohio’s State Nature
Preserves is a wire-bound book which includes
information on 121 preserves with black and
white photographs, line art, location information
and updated information on new preserves.

Directories can be ordered from the Columbus
office by sending a check or money order for $10
plus shipping ($3 for UPS or $1.75 USPS book
rate).

Newsletter

The division produces a free quarterly newsletter,
Natural Ohio, featuring articles on natural history
topics, information on preserves and scenic rivers
and a three-month public program schedule. To
be added to the mailing list, please send your
name and address to our Columbus office.
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Preserve Location Information

Acadia Cliffs - SW Washington Co., Decatur Twp. From Cutler,
4 mi. SW on CR 3. No entrance sign and no visitor facilities.

Adams Lake Prairie - C Adams Co., Tiffin Twp. In Adams Lake
State Park. 1 mi. N of West Union on SR 41.

Audubon Islands - EC Lucas Co., City of Maumee. Located in
the Maumee River adjacent to Perrysburg.

Aurora Sanctuary - NW Portage Co., City of Aurora. Take East
Pioneer Trail E out of Aurora for 2 mi. Park in City of Aurora’s
parking lot.

Bigelow Cemetery Prairie - NW Madison Co., Pike Twp. 8 mi.
W of Plain City on SR 161, 1> mi. S on Rosedale Rd.

Blackhand Gorge - NE Licking Co., Hanover Twp. 8 mi. E of
Newark on SR 16, = mi. SE on SR 146, 11> mi. S on CR 273,

Boord - W Washington Co., Fairfield Twp. From Bartlett,
4 mi. E on SR 550, 1 mi. S on CR 6, 1> mi. W on TR 69.

Brown’s Lake Bog - SW Wayne Co., Clinton Twp. From Shreve,
2 mi. W on Brown Rd.

Burton Wetlands - EC Geauga Co., Burton & Newberry Twps.
From Burton, take Rapids Rd. to Pond Rd. Turn E on Old Rider
Rd. The parking area is v+ mile N on Old Rider Rd.

Caesar Creek Gorge - NE Warren Co., Wayne Twp. From
Oregonia, 3 mi. N on Corwin Rd.

Cedar Bog - SC Champaign Co., Urbana Twp. From Urbana,
4 mi. S on US 68, W on Woodburn Rd. 1 mi. to entrance.

Chaparral Prairie - C Adams Co., Tiffin Twp. 3 mi. NW of West
Union on Hawk Hill Rd. (just off Chaparral Rd.)

Clear Creek - NC Hocking Co., Good Hope Twp. From
Lancaster, follow US 33 S 7 mi to Clear Creek Rd. Proceed
W 312 mi.

Clear Fork Gorge - SW Ashland Co., Hanover Twp. From
SR 3 & SR 97, go W on SR 97 275 mi. Turn right on DNR
Rd. 51 and proceed E 3 mi. to Fire Tower parking area.
Trail access is across from Fire Tower.

Clifton Gorge - NE Greene Co., Miami Twp. On
SR 343, v» mi. W of Clifton (E end of John
Bryan State Park).

Collier, Howard - SC Seneca Co., Seneca

P
TSN
Twp. From McCutchenville, 3 mi. E on CR \\\ .
58, 1> mi. N on TR 131, v mi. E on TR 38. A SN
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Compass Plant Prairie - C Lawrence Co., R
Mason Twp. From Aid, 11> mi. NE on SR 141,
No visitor facilities; use care when parking
along the road.

Conkle’s Hollow - WC Hocking Co.,
Benton Twp. From Logan, 12 mi. S on
SR 664, 1 mi. N on SR 374, va mi. E
on Big Pine Rd.

Crooked Run - SC Clermont Co.,
Franklin Twp. 1 mi. E of Chilo on US 52.

Culberson Woods - SW Clinton Co., Vernon
Twp. Located 1 mi. SW of Cowan Lake State
Park. From SR 350, go S 1 mi. on SR 730.

Davey Woods - WC Champaign Co., Concord and Mad River
Twps. From Urbana, 7 mi. W on US 36, 1 mi. N on Neal Rd.,
15 mi. W on Smith Rd., NW on Lonesome Rd.

Davis Memorial - NE Adams Co., Meigs Twp. From Peebles,
E on Steam Furnace Rd. approx. 2va mi., then E 21> mi. on Davis
Memorial Rd. (TR 129).

Desonier, Marie J. - SE Athens Co., Carthage Twp. From
Coolville, 3v> mi. W on US 50, v mi. E on CR 56, > mi. N on
CR 65.

Drew Woods - WC Darke Co., Brown Twp. SR 118 N of Ansonia,
W on Brown Rd., N on Michael Rd., W on Zumbrum Rd.

DuPont Marsh - NC Erie Co., Huron Twp. Located on the E side
of the Huron River, 3 mi. upstream from Lake Erie on River Rd.

Eagle Creek - NE Portage Co., Nelson Twp. From Garrettsville,
2 mi. NE on Center Rd., 1 mi. S on Hopkins Rd.

Erie Sand Barrens - C Erie Co., Oxford Twp. At intersection
of Scheid and Taylor Rds., 1 mi. N of Mason Rd.

Fowler Woods - NE Richland Co., Butler Twp. From
Olivesburg, 6 mi. NW on Olivesburg-Fitchville Rd.

Frame Lake Fen - NW Portage Co., Streetshoro Twp.
From SR 43, v» mi. S of Streetshoro, follow Seasons
Rd. (TR 157) SW to the preserve via a gravel ease-
ment which leads to the parking lot.

Gahanna Woods - EC Franklin Co., Jefferson
Twp. From Gahanna, 1v> mi. E on Havens
Corners Rd., 1> mi. S on Taylor Station Rd.

Goll Woods - SW Fulton Co., German Twp. From
Archbold, 11> miles N on SR 66, 3 mi. W on CR F, v
mile S on CR 26.
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Goode Prairie - NW Miami Co., Newberry Township.
Located between Union Church Rd. and Bradford-
Bloomer Rd. N of SR 185 and N of the Stillwater
River.

Greenville Falls - NW Miami Co., Newberry Twp.
Off US 36, 1 mi. W of Covington, S on Range Line
Rd., v» mi. W on Covington-Gettysburg Rd.

Gross Woods - NE Shelby Co., Jackson Twp. 6 mi. E
of the |-75 Botkins exit on Botkins Rd.

Hach-Otis - NW Lake Co., Willoughby Twp. From Willoughby
Hills, 1 mi. E on US 6, 200 yds. N on SR 174, E on Skyline Dr. to
dead end.

Halls Creek Woods - SC Warren Co., Salem & Union Twps.
From South Lebanon, 3 mi. E on Mason-Morrow Rd. (CR 38)

Headlands Dunes - NC Lake Co., Painesville Twp. Just W of
Fairport Harbor, at N end of SR 44 and E end of Headlands
Beach State Park.

Hueston Woods - SW Preble Co., Israel Twp. 5 mi. N of Oxford
in Hueston Woods State Park, W side of Acton Lake.

Hutchins, Edward F. - NC Franklin & SC Delaware Cos., Sharon
& Orange Twps. From Worthington, 4 mi. N on US 23, within
Highbanks Metro Park.

Irwin Prairie - NW Lucas Co., Spencer Twp. 1 mile S of US 20
on SR 295, 2% mi. E on Bancroft.

Jackson Bog - N Stark Co., Jackson Twp. From Massillon, 2 mi.
N on Fulton Rd., v» mi. W of SR 241. Park at Jackson Twp. Park.

Johnson Ridge - C Adams Co., Oliver Twp., intersection of Unity
and Marjorie Johnson Rds.

e,

Johnson Woods - EC Wayne Co., Baughman Twp. From
Orrville, 4 mi. N on SR 57, 1 mi. E on Fox Lake Road. Parking
lot is on N side of road.

Kendrick Woods - C Allen Co., Amanda Twp. From Lima, take
SR 81 10 mi. W to Defiance Trail, N on Defiance Trail, preserve
is 1> mi. N on W side of road.

Kent/Cooperrider Bog - WC Portage Co., City of Kent. From
[-76, 1 mi. N on SR 43, 200 yds. W on Meloy Rd.

Kiser Lake Wetlands - WC Champaign Co., Johnson Twp.
Within Kiser Lake State Park, S of the campground on Kiser
Lake Rd. Park at the Red Oak Trail parking lot.



State Nature Preserves Managed By the Division of Natural Areas and Preserves

| Adams LakePraiie  [swl]o2 [ w .| . .| |.]. ] [ .| |.] | [ [ | | | Locatedwithinstate park |
| Blackhand Gorge | C 956 9% | - | - |- | Jaoal .| |- | |- | | |- | |- | | LlikingRiverNarows
| CaesarCreekGorge  [sw a3l 2wl .| | [ | |.| |-| | [-|] | [ [ | | [ [ |
| ClearForkGorge [ Ne 20 ) v [ o | | | | | |- | | | | .| | | | | | oidgowthwhitepines ___
| Coller Howard I Nw 200 laws | |- | | | | |-ls | [.| .| | | | |. | spectacularwidfiowers ___
| ConklesHollow | st | &7 Jan |- |- | .| |- |- | -| | [.| |.| .| |.| |Hemiockgoge
[ DaveyWoods I nwja03lawe | - | | | | |- | | |- |- | | | | | | Gated parkousidegate
| Desonier Maried. | st Jaorl 2wl | | | | | | |- | | |- | | | | | | Gatedpakinglot _____
| EresandBarens I nw 32 a1 | | | | .| | | | -| |- |- | | | | Pakingalongtheroad
[Gollwoods I nw st s | |- - | .| |-|s | [-| |- | | | | | |lageburoaks
[Grosswoods I Nw 40 ) e | o | | | | |- | | [-| |-| | | | | |
| HeadlandsDunes | Ne |25 0 [ .| .| -] |- | | | [ | | |-/-|-| | |
| rwinPrairie INw 87 ) ave | |- | Jaoal - || | - - | | |- | | | Sedgemeadows
| JohnsonRidge Jsw sl o | | | | | | |-| | -| |- | | | | | | Unimpovdsite
| Kent/CooperriderBog | NE | 42| v | | | | Jaoatl . | - | |18 | | | | | | | | | caedpakinglot ______
[ Kylewoods I Ne g2 law | | | | |- | |-| | [ | |-/ | | | | |
| LawrenceWoods I NW 11035) 1% | | - | | JaoAl - | - |- s |- |- | | | | | |
| MorisWoods | c jaorlaw | | | | | | | |-|s| [-| | | | | | | |
| NorthShore Alar _ INW | o | 36 | o | - | - | |- | | | | | | |- |- |- |- | | Acestoughstatepark
| Olsen pugusta-Anne  INw 132003 | | | | | |- |-| | [-| | | |-| | | |
| Rockoridge | st jastg 2w | - | | |- | | -| | |- | | .| |- | | LongestOhionaturalbridge
| Shallenberger | sty sl | | | |- | | -| | |- | | || |- | |Sandstoneknobs
| SheldonMarsh  INw 435 4 | |- | | JADAL - |- |- dsml e ] |- -
| Smith CemeteryPrairie | ¢ | 1 v | | | | |- | | | | -| |- | | | | | | Parkalongroad/wakback
| Stage'spond | SE asl 3w | - | |- |- - v | | | | | ||| |Keepond
| TinkersCreek I NE 7860 2% | o |- | | | |- | | Asml | | | | |- |-|] | |
| Whiple _Jsw ez el L | | | - | |- |- | |- | |- | | Pakingvenlimited

1 Not wheelchair accessible
2 ADA = Entire trail meets Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) guidelines
3 ADA* = Partial trail meets ADA guidelines
4 call manager for parking arrangements

Please call for information.

For more information, please call (614) 265-6453.

5 S=Swamp, M=Marsh, F=Fen, B=Bog

*Site does not have visitor facilities.

Ohio State Nature Preserves
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State Nature Preserves Managed By Other Agencies

| Acadiaciifts __Jopow 2] o ] | | | | | | |
| Aurorasancuary | AseC lae4 | ve] || | | | |
| Burton Wetlands | GPD | 287 | 2% ] - | . | - | _lADA*| - | - |
| ClearCreek __|wpocrciazeol 8 | | | - | -] | - | |
| Drewwoods _ oceo |15 | oo ] | | | | | | |
| Frame Lake/Herrick Fen | TNC |26 | 1] | - | ] | | | |
| GoodePraiie I mcPD | 28 | v | | | | | | | |
| Hutchins Edward £ MPDCFCl 206 | 2 | | - | - ] -] | - | - |
| KiyToad | TNc sool 1] | | | | |- | -
| MarshWedands __jopow s o | | | | | | | |
| Novaksanctwary | AseC |52 2w ] | | | | | | - |
| searsWoods |l cep 199 | 1] | | | | | | |
| Thomas, Edward S IMPDCFC| 320 | 1 | | - | - | - |ADA*| - | - |

L [ [ [ .| | Publichuntingarea |
e || sidsanctuary |
L e Ketlelake |
- |- - - - | | Largest dedicated preserve |
- || Unimprovedsiter |
| 1 - - | | Pulloffroad completely |
JRNCEN N N N
- -] -] |- | Prehistoricearthworks |
- | 1 - | - | | Openhours® (419) 8671521 |
| |- | Difficultaccess |
RN N
RN N N )
- |- | | -l | | within Sharon Woods Park |

*Site does not have visitor facilities.

KCC = Knox County Commissioners (740) 393-6703

1 ASGC = Audubon Society of Greater Cleveland (216) 861-5893 2 Not wheelchair accessible

CCPD = Clermont County Park District (513) 732-2977

CMNH = Cleveland Museum of Natural History (800) 317-9155
CoG = City of Gahanna (614) 471-2563

CPD = Crawford Park District (419) 562-8394

DCPD = Darke County Park District (937) 548-0165

EMP = Erie MetroParks (419) 625-7783

GPD = Geauga Park District (440) 285-2222 x5420

HCPD = Hamilton County Park District (513) 521-7275

JAPD = Johnny Appleseed Park District (419) 221-1232

MCPD = Miami County Park District (937) 667-1086

MPDCFC = Metropolitan Park District of Columbus & Franklin Co.
(614) 891-0700

MPDTA = Metropolitan Park District of the Toledo Area
(419) 535-3050

ODOW = Ohio Division of Wildlife (614) 265-1055

OHS = Ohio Historical Society (937) 484-3744

TNC = The Nature Conservancy (614) 717-2770

3 ADA = Entire trail meets Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) guidelines

4 ADA* = Partial trail meets ADA guidelines
5 S = Swamp, M = Marsh, F = Fen, B = Bog

6 Open May - October, 9-5 M-F and the first full weekend
of each month.



