CHAMAEDAPHNE CALYCULATA (L.) Moench.
Leather-leaf

FAMILY: Ericaceae

HABIT: Low, erect shrub to 1 m, often forming dense thickets; flowers May-June, fruits
Sept.

SIMILAR SPECIES: This species can be distinguished from other ericaceous shrubs by
the following combination of characters: alternate, evergreen, leaves bearing
small, brownish, peltate scales on the underside; inflorescence a leafy, terminal
raceme; flowers white, urn-shaped and nodding; fruit a depressed globose
capsule with thickened sutures.

TOTAL RANGE: Circumboreal; in North America s. to NJ, OH, IN, IL and s. in mountains
to NC.

STATE RANGE (as of 2008): There are post-1980 records from Geauga, Portage, Stark
and Summit Counties. There are pre-1980 records from Ashtabula, Cuyahoga,
Defiance, Erie, Lorain and Williams Counties.

HABITAT: Peat bogs and lakeshores.

HAZARDS: Draining, filling, or flooding of bogs; overshading by taller woody species as
a result of succession

RECOVERY POTENTIAL: Good; protection and management of bogs help ensure the
recovery of this species.

INVENTORY GUIDELINES: Collect flowering or fruiting material.

COMMENTS: Ohio plants can be referred to as var. angustifolia (Ait.) Rehd. The
species was planted on Cranberry Island in Licking County (Braun 1961).
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