
LEDUM GROENLANDICUM Oeder 
Labrador-tea 

 
 
FAMILY: Ericaceae 

 
HABIT: Evergreen shrub to 1 m.; flowering May, June.  

 
SIMILAR SPECIES: Ledum groenlandicum is the only evergreen bog shrub in Ohio with 

dense rusty tomentose hairs on the undersurface of the leaves.  
 

TOTAL RANGE: Greenl. to AK, s. to NJ, PA, OH, MI, WI, and MN; also Alta. and WA.  
 

STATE RANGE: There is a post-1980 record from Portage County.  There are pre-1960 
records from Ashtabula and Lake counties.  A 1933 record from Licking County is 
from introduced material (Braun, 1961).  
 

HABITAT: Damp, acidic soils; peat bogs and wet shores.  
 

HAZARDS: Possibly draining of bog, or overtopping by taller woody species as a result 
of succession.  
 

RECOVERY POTENTIAL: Unknown if natural recovery is allowed, but presumed good 
only if rootstalks are placed in its native habitat.  
 

INVENTORY GUIDELINES: This plant can be identified from vegetative material. Do not 
disturb its roots.  
 

COMMENTS: Easily overlooked since it is about the same height as other evergreen, 
ericaceous bog shrubs.  
 
Ledum groenlandicum is often found in drier sites in the shrubby bog zone. All 
acidic bogs should be carefully examined for its presence.  
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